
TEXAS 

HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 
The State Agency for Historic Preservation 

August 19, 1999 

George Wright 
8301 Boat Club Rd #522 
Fo1i Worth TX 76179 

Re: James Jvison Wright 
Tarrant County, Job #18599 

Dear Mr. Wright: 

GEORGE W. BUSH, GOVERNOR 

JOHN L. NAU, III, CHAIRMAN 

F. lA WERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The members of the State Marker Review Board [SMRB] have completed their evaluation of 
your application for an Official Texas Historical Marker for James Ivison Wright in Tarrant 
County. I regret to inform you that the SMRB has voted not to approve your application. 

The SMRB members carefully considered the application, but in the end declined to approve the 
topic for a marker. While the history as submitted clearly demonstrated that James Wright was 
an early settler and successful businessman (who had the good fo1iune to purchase the land that 
later became very valuable in the Fort Worth area), the application failed to sufficiently establish 
historical significance. The SMRB members felt that James Wright was a fine citizen, but was 
no more historically significant than countless other early settlers in No1ih Texas. 

Although the decisions of the SMRB are final, if you wish to discuss this matter please do not 
hesitate to contact me. Your original application materials will be returned to you under separate 
cover. I have enclosed a list of private plaque manufacturers in case you want to pursue a private 
marker for this topic . 

Sincerely, 

f:r.f i!.9'· ~ 
Historical Marker Program Coordinator 
History Programs Division 
cynthia. beeman@thc.state. tx. us 

c: \/Jiavid Jusiewicz, Tarrant CHC Marker Chairman 
Rachel Wright 

P.O. BOX 12276 · AUSTIN, TX 787 11-2 276 • 512/463-6100 • FAX 512/475-4872 · TDD 1-800/73 5-2989 
www. the.state. tx. us 



TEXAS 

HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 
The State Agency for Historic Preseroation 

Date: April 15, 1999 

Re: James I. Wright Tarrant County 

GEORGE W. BUSH, GOVERNOR 

JOHN L. NAU, III, CHAIRMAN 

F. IAWERENCE OAKS, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Thank you for your application to the Texas Historical Commission for an Official Texas Historical 
Marker. It has been received in the History Programs Division office, and we look forward to working with 
you on this project. Please refer to your guidelines and application booklet for information on the application 
process, but if you have any questions, don't hesitate to call us . 

In making a preliminary review of the application, ,:ve may h::t\'e noticed some missinr compcrn~nts. 
If a list of one or more items appears in the space below, we would ask that you submit these items as soon as 
possible. That will allow us to make a more thorough evaluation when your application comes up for review 
in approximately 90 days. In order to be fair to all the marker applicants, we review the applications in the 
order in which they arf' received. 

Here is what we need to complete your application packet: 

Packet appears complete; questions may arise later 

Comments: 

Thank you for your interest in preserving Texas' heritage. If you have questions at any point 
throughout the process, please do not hesitate to call our office at 512/ 463-5853. We look forward to 
workieg with you. 

Cynthia Beeman, Director 
Local History Programs 
512/ 463-5854 
cynthia.beeman@thc.state.tx.us 

Emily Bell 
Historian 
512/ 463-8769 
emily.bell@thc.state.tx.us 

HISTORY PROGRAMS DIVISION 

Egina Reyes 
Office Manager 
512 / 463-6063 

egina.reyes@thc.state.tx.us 

P.O. BOX 12276 • AUSTIN, TX 787 11-2276 • 512/ 463-6100 • FAX 512/ 475-4872 • TDD 1-800/735-2989 
www. the.state. tx. us 
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. APPLlCATION FORM 

OFFICIAL TEXAS HISTORICAL MARKER 

I This marker is for (title or subject): · JA-11 E $ I. L/d It,, /IT 
I . County: 71f-Mf:J-v T 
I Marker location (street address and city, or specific directions fro~ nearest town on state highway map): 

I MY: /JLJJ/£.T <!.E.ME~l<V - snp;.,1;£.,41 P-. /ht.§71#' .5£.e.TloAI 
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Distance and direction of marker topic from marker site (if applicable): 

A:T A~A-l/.G.s1n, 
❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖❖ 

APPROVAL OF COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
The application and narrative history must be approved by the county historical commission before forwarding to 
the Texas Historical Comm~on. / ,. 

Chaicpmon'sSignature, ~Date,_-,-1-½--+)_1.....,,3,/2'----?,'--';7 ____ _ 

Address:7 I 2 E... ~~l <L1½'~one: ~)~ - lff)- 32-1 ~ 
The CHC chair automatically will receive all copies of correspondence regarding this marker project. 

PERMISSION OF OWNER FOR MARKER PLACEMENT 
Permission for placement of a marker must be obtained by the property owner. Please provide the name of a 
contact person if the owner is an institution, organization, or public entity. This section need not be completed if 
the marker is to be placed on right-of-way maintained by the Texas Department of Transportation. 

Name: ________ ...;_~.<-=£:c__a=-~~,t,:;.__--""W)JL..:....;~:..,;../_h;__;./.f.:...__T ____________ _ 
Contact person (if applicable): 

Mailing address: ------=°'_;;;3;._l)_;/_· ---=--:..,[3...;.P..:....Vf~r--=au=.:...:..;l.:..=B__;_l<..,_1)----'--,'. ~-#____,,.s-,~~=2-=-,...---,,------­
ET. VVb#, 7x' 7&/ 7? Phone: (it/7] A3~ - bb30 , 

~µ"_0/~ 0wner'sSignature: __ ,~----'"'---7.F-'-----~~~----------------------

Do you wish to receive copies of all correspondence concerning this marker application? !lr Yes O No 

To whom should the request for payment be addressed? 

Name: C,,it:..DJ!.J.,~ ~/h/1-r 
(Provide contact person if payee is an institution, organization, or public entity.) 

Mailing address:. S-A:H£ -~ ,4/~0v,£ 
-------'---___________________ Phone: _________ _ . 
Does this person wish to receive copies of all other correspondence concerning this application? 0 Yes ~ No 

Is there anyone else to whom all correspondence concerning this marker application should be addressed? 
(One additional name and address only, please.) 

Name: 1<,A-e,,jf/i. L. 1,,//4! //.. 1:/-1 
Mailingaddress: ./3/</ AE..t-2:>t,A-t-----Z: <!,,T 

. ~11. LJA!v-iT7).,./, z:;t 7 IP II/(,, Phone: ______ _ 

~)d J _j\12)\0u.)\(·3 Q.,,"' lf"f,~ '32-l<is 
\"\._ \ ). _ C' X t5ver) ,t 2 E.. \..Dtwo or, 

Y\'°"6~ '>-Q,) d, /to<. 1\J)~ 3 
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RECORD OF BURIALS 

' ~UR IA_L .HO, GRAVE NO. NAME CATE DATA 

l J • . I. ll'rimt. ~-1914 See jacket !ilE 
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• 2 

W. I. /"1 I 1 -l ,,. lfri r,ht. • Sr. .•· ll-20-1 Q21 See :1acket file 
Wright I-< -

~oc: ( h Emna Lena Wricht --- 5-3-1956 
-, 

Cornelius D. llriizht. Jr. - rd) ~-1cnJ1 See jacket file 
5 Archie Wright Ott) 6-8-1914 See 1acket file 

6 
L.R.Wriul t 7 

Lot: 8 ;:· 

' . ) .-_ .•• , .1;: 
I -

·9 Fdn.rd Dr:vsdale . , . . 
; .. · . l . ' 6-8-l9lh See :1acket filA 

10 s. •- • '~~1A 6-1-1914 See jacket file ,, . Infant of ·Ada Wrimt. ' ·· . -· ·:_. I - .. --,::· ].~ -~ I 6-8-1914 ~A i.11.r.lMt fj_,.,. ., .. . 
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See 1acket filA 
·• . .... ... · ··•- -•. . . 

· ·· · ··- . . -- -- -· .. .. -

' I -

- l 
!Z i 

I r-3 I 

I 
; 2 

I 
! 

~ 
•• 1 

, , ...... 

} . 

8 7 -

--. 
'--~! ~-~--~~---'1·---'-· -~~ 

".J /°!l,~ ~ -~~ -
l 

1/ 
- L_O!__NO. 11 S!rePRBN AUSTIN(l8) 

+ 



. 
0 

z ... 
0 
IC .. 
"' 

~TERRACE 

02) 

COMPANION 

GAR OE~ 

MASONIC 

GAAOE:1' OF D<f'1STlJS 

ROSE GARDEN 

LOVE 

(11) 

SPRING 

SONG 

(151 

VALE 

OF 

FAITH 

(241 

: CONTENTMENT 
. '>; 

(91 I 
I~ 

LONE STA~ 

LAWN 

.. ORNING TIDE 

(231 

MEMORIAL LAWN J 
(291 

~r 
~ 

LAST SUPPER 

ACACIA 

GARDEJ 

GOOD ,\ 

' 

ALAMO LAWN 

(221 

GOLIAO LAWN 

(301 

i 
I 

GARDEN 

OF 

1 ■,caau.,1011 011 .,....._s 
111 & c.••vE WK( 

au ..... , : 
U-L-T(O lllt(llll(lltS P"(MaTT[O 
•nt ~~( -.OOOCII CO,I'-,, 

SNAOCO Alt(AS 
01111( a.NtlM. ~,._T T(O * 
f'l(:IW.Ulll[IIT OUTSIM: CONT.\IIC"lt 

...-SNAO£D IJtfAS 
TWO ........_S "'l:ltlUfT(O 111 
~IIT OUT1,0IE CONTA-llrS 

DAVID CROCKETT 

LAWN 

SAM HOUSTIOH (321 

LAWN 

(311 

~ 
OF "' .... ,.. 

~ 1~~1 .. 
z 
0 

MEDITAT10N 

LAt<ELMIVN 

GARDEN 

w CHAPEL GARDEN 

IE ~~~~~~~---..,,~-==~==-==-==_==--,-==---,--,==--,----c-~==-==_=--:-,-=---:--=:....'.:::~::......':~=-, EAST PLAZA GARDEN ~ 

'S "f' L I/ AN I A A V ENU E 

MOUNT OLIVET CEMETERY 
AND 

GARDEN OF MEMORIES MEMORIAL PARK 

f'"I.M£Alol. HOtilllf •NO CEM£ TEll'Y 
AOlilll<ttSTAATIV( Qf'l'IC{$ 

0 
:,: 
C 

;-: 
:,: 
-< ,. 
:0 
0 

« 
0 

~ 
c§ C) 

....... 

' 
-

{ 

rt 
'--' '---

i 



MapQuest Map Results 

use subject to 
license/copyright 

rS-=!~1:.1 opti l) r, and 7 
1 c!ick on rna p . , 

(i Recenter Map 

1 Identify Icon 

1 Recenter Map 
ndZoom In 

Page 1 of2 

Tip: You must have the zoom level set at City level or lower in order to view any Places Of Interest (POis) on the Map. 

Quick Places of Interest Places of Interest (US/El 
Click on buttons to show / remove the location(s) on the map. Select a category and click on U1 

cwtmimu■ 
• AVIS 

r Attractions r Lodging 

r Banks & ATMs r Recreation 

r Dining r T ransi:1ortation 

r Education F Personal 

h .. ./ia _ find?link:=ia-map-result&uid=ubmby5eap8w4xawq&mapsize=large&event=options _ updat 4/51~ 



SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 
In order to facilitate delivery of the marker, neither post office box numbers nor rural route numbers can be accepted. If the 
marker is to be placed on the highway right-of-way, it will be shipped directly to the district highway engineer. 

Name: 11T, OLIVET UHET?!.1<'/ - $TTAI 1 .::roJ./tl Av/JJ3£C-J< 
Street address: 2.JD/ A/ . .SYLVA-Al/A - r'/: VtJ!fZJ/-, TV 7t, /// 
Phone: {(';7) tr:JI;_ 0£2/ , 

TYPE AND SIZE OF MARKER DESIRED (please check one only) 

Subject Markers 

This type of marker is solely educational in nature and conveys no legal restrictions to the property. Subject markers are 
appropriate for topics such as cemeteries, church congregations, businesses, persons, events, and institutions. These markers 
should not be attached to buildings. If the marker is to be attached to a surface other than the foundry-provided post, please 
provide the requested information in the space below. · 

0 16" x 12" grave marker (comes with mounting bar) 
ITT7' x 42" marker with post 
0 27' x 42" marker without post (see below) 
0 18" x 28'" marker with post 
0 18" x 28" marker without post (see below) 

S223 
~f.SO 
S700 
5450 
5400 

If not on post, to what (block of granite, gatepost, etc.) will the marker be attached? _______________ _ 

Type of material? (wood, stone, etc.)---------------------------------

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark Markers 

Markers conveying the Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) designation are reserved solely for historic structures 
deemed worthy of preservation for their architectural integrity and historical associations. The RTHL designation does carry a 
measure of legal protection for the structure (see Marker Policies 13 through 18) and for that reason we must have a legal 
description (lot and block numbers) for the property to be designated. The most commonly used marker for conveying this 
designation is the medallion and plate (also referred to as a building marker); however, the 18" x 28" or 27' x 42" size marker 
may be ordered for those who wish a greater amount of historical information to appear in the marker text. Careful attention 
should be paid so as not to damage historic building material if the marker is to be mounted directly onto the structure. The 
THC staff can provide alternate ideas for mounting upon request. 

0 Medallion and 16" x 12" plate with post S350 
0 Medallion and 16" x 12" plate without post (see below) S300 
0 27' x 42" marker with post S750 
0 27' x 42" marker without post (see below) S700 
0 18" x 28" marker with post 5450 
0 18" x 28" marker without post (see below) 5400 

If not on post, to what (building, g:1te, etc.) will the marker be attached? ___________________ _ 
Type of material? (wood, stone, etc.) ________________________________ _ 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY (lot and block number; metes and bounds): 

L...IJT $,EC 

Before forwarding your rriaterial to the Texas Historical Commission, please check to make sure you've included the follow­
ing items. Incomplete applications cannot be considered and may be returned to the applicant. 

✓ completed application form signed by the county historical commission 
✓ narrative history with footnotes and bibliography 
✓ photograph of the proposed marker location 
✓ map indicating marker location and other sites related to the marker topic 
✓ historic photo of property and current photographs of all elevations (RTHL markers only) 
✓ legal description of property (RTHL markers 011ly) 
✓ floor plans (RTHL markers only) 

Mail completed applications to: 
Local History Progral]lS, Texas Historical Commission 

P.O. Box 12276, Austin, Texas 78711-2276 
512/463-1>100 

Additional items, including paperweights, directional signs, and replacement parts for 1936 markers, are available . Please 
cont.Jct the Local History Programs office for a separate order form. 

Rev.1993 
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JAMES I. WRIGHT 

a biographical history 
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JAMES I. WRIGHT 

James Ivison Wright was a colorful Tarrant County pioneer who became a prominent citizen 

of his day and contributed much to the development of the area until his death in 1908. 1• 21 A 

successful cattleman, planter, and builder, he participated in a number of significant historic events 

in the county, from the coming of the railroad to the construction of present-day Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary. 2, 3• 21 

Wright was born in Owen County, Kentucky on August 14, 18361, the eldest son of Cornelius 

and Sarah Wright4 and was named after both his grandfathers, James Wright of Virginia and 

. 
Ivison Southard ofKentucky.2 A lathe man/plasterer by trade, he continued to work on his 

father's farm until he was twenty-two years old. In 1858 he married Evaline Sebra and began 

farming on his own. But tragedy struck the young family in 1861 as the nation was becoming 

embroiled in civil war. Wright's wife and children died from disease. The next year, as requested 

by his first wife, he married Melvina Giles, the daughter of William Giles, a neighboring farmer. 5 

In 1862, along with his father and brothers, Wright entered the Confederate Army, Company 

F, Sixth Regiment of Mounted Infantry. He was consigned to the Army of Tennessee and 

participated in several battles under the command of General Morgan. During the Battle of 

Cynthiana, Kentucky, he was cut off from the command, captured and taken to Indianapolis, 

Indiana and held until the close of the war. 5 

Melvina Wright, pregnant with the couple's second child, journeyed to Indiana to await her 

husband's release. The couple's first son, James, had been born in May of 1863 .6 Then in March, 

1865, as the war drew to a close, a second son, Cornelius, whom they called Neely, was born.2. 6 

Finding abundant fertile land available in the area after the war, the Wrights remained in Indiana 



.• 

and attempted to start a new life on a farm near Greenfield. But the new life they sought ended 

tragically in 1869 when Melvina died. That same year Wright married Lulu Mitchell, but she, too, 

soon died.5 

Heartbroken, Wright gathered his two small sons and their few possessions and moved to 

Harrison County, Missouri to ply his trade and again engage in farming. There, he met and found 

' 
solace in the arms of a woman who would almost kill him. Lucinda Wright seemed like an angel 

of mercy when James married her in February, 1870, but the ink on their marriage license was 

barely dry when the real Lucinda emerged: a woman of violent, often unprovoked temper. By 

summer of 1871, she had made Wright's life a living hell. She abused the two boys, constantly 

berated her husband and threatened and abused the hired help on the farm. Her outbursts were 

often in public, much to everyone's distress. But it was her abusive treatment of the two boys and 

violent assaults on him that drove Wright to court to have their marriage dissolved. 7 

On July 1, 1871, according to court records, Lucinda cruelly beat six-year-old Cornelius with a 

club "in such a manner as to endanger the life of such child for which she was afterwards arrested 

and convicted in a court of competent jurisdiction." The episode failed to bring her to her senses. 

Indeed, her behavior became more abusive and bazaar. She accused Wright and their friends of 

conspiring against her. She constantly tried to provoke arguments and threatened everyone 

around her. She continued to beat the children and would drive them out into inclement weather 

without sufficient clothing. Once, when Wright intervened to protect the children from another 

violent outburst, Lucinda attacked him and beat him with a club. A few days later, she attacked 

him and beat him with a chair. In August, 1872, a tired and distraught James Wright filed for 

divorce in a Harrison County court. Lucinda challenged the petition, but her reputation was too 

well established. The divorce was soon granted. 7 In a state of quiet desperation, Wright once 



again gathered his sons and theirpossessions and did what thousands of desperate men had done 

before him: he cast his eyes on Texas. 

In 1873, Wright settled in Dallas and began a grocery business. He earned additional income 

using his wagon and team of mules to haul sand and gravel in and around the growing city. 8 

Suddenly in Texas his life was turning around. In dire need of spiritual renewal, he had found it in 

Texas and in the young daughter of a Scottish immigrant named Julia A. McCasson. On 

November 19, 1873, following a brief courtship, they were wed 9 -- he for the fifth time. 

Wright began to prosper in Dallas. With earnings from his business, his trade and gravel 

hauling, he purchased the Lone Star Hotel on Main Street in February, 1874 for $700.8 Still, a 

yearning within him beckoned. He wanted to be more than a merchant. He knew that land was 

wealth, and he wanted his share. He wanted a place to settle_ and to grow things, including a 

family. In the fall of 1874, he found it in neighboring Tarrant County. 

On December 31, 1874, Wright traded the Lone Star Hotel and some cash for 320 acres of 

unimproved land five miles south of the town of Fort Worth known as the Thomas McCanne 

Survey. 8 The cost was less than $3 per acre. The property was beautifully situated and ripe for 

cultivation and development. Located near the Clear Fork of the Trinity River about 10 miles 

Southwest of the old county seat ofBirdville, the McCanne Survey had been part of the old 

Peters Colony until April, 1854 when it was patented by McCanne. McCanne transferred the 

property to James Patterson later that year, and it was Patterson and his wife Sarah who sold it to 

Wright. The property was configured in a square: "Beginning at the Southeast comer of Elijah 

Southerland's Survey a stake in Prairie; Thence West 1344 varas to a Mound of Rocks; Thence 

South 1344 varas to a Rock in Prairie; Thence East 1344 varas to a Rock in Prairie; Thence 

North 1344 varas to the beginning. Containing Three Hundred and Twenty Acres."10 



In 1875, Wright built a small two-room cabin on the property, moved his family from Dallas, 

and began the process of clearing and planting. A herd of stock cattle was started. Over time, the 

tiny two room cabin became a disjointed seven room house, growing as the family grew. It and 

the nearby pool formed from the artesian spring on the property were familiar landmarks for 

cattlemen from as far south as the Rio Grande. The Chisolm Trail crossed the Wright ranch, and 

the spring was one of the largest watering places along the entire route. For many it was the last 

water from Fort Worth to Deer Creek 15 miles away. 11 A news article in the Fort Worth Record 

ten years after Wright's death underscored its importance: 

"Every herd of cattle driven during nearly twenty years from the ranges of Texas to the 

markets of Kansas was corralled over night near Wright's property, and every gang of 

cowpunchers pitched its tents there from sundown to sunup. Also, every wagon train of settlers 

pushing further south or west sought to reach by nightfall the haven of rest and security afforded 

by the Wright ranch." 11 

Julia Wright died in 1884 at the age of 31 after bearing six children: Janette, Lee, Gilbert, 

George, John, and Harvey5 who would serve as Tarrant County Commissioner from 1922 to 

1932. She was buried on a hillside overlooking the spring. By 1914 when the bodies were 

exhumed from the family burial ground and reinterred in Mount Olivet Cemetery in Fort Worth, 

13 more family members had joined her there.12 

On December 5, 1885, 13 Wright married Ada Drysdale, the daughter of John Drysdale, a local 

farmer. To this union three children were born, but only two survived: Roy in 1886 and Ruby in 

1889 when James Wright was 53 years old. 5, 14 But happiness would never dwell for long in 

Wright's life. Ada died in 189412 and was buried next to Julia in the family cemetery. 

In 1903, Wright began courting Mrs. M.L. Cole, a widow in Azle -- a small community 16 



miles Northwest of Fort Worth. Still erect and handsome at 67, with penetrating blue eyes and a 

large mustache that draped over much of his face, he had a commanding presence. 15 His 

grandson, William Ivison Wright of Fort Worth, would later remember that Wright resembled the 

distinguished Civil War generals one often sees in history books. 2 On May 28, 1903, Wright and 

M.L. Cole were married. 16 She would be his seventh wife and the only one to survive him. 

Wright purchased a large home at 2264 Washington Avenue in South Fort Worth in 1906. He 

lived there with his wife and daughter Ruby until his death from pneumonia on December 16, 

1908 at the age of 72. 1' 18 

Both major newspapers of the day published articles lamenting the loss. The headline in the 
. 

Fort Worth Record read, "Another Pioneer of the County Dies", 17 and the Fort Worth Telegram 

reported, "Mr. Wright was one of Fort Worth's pioneer citizens, having moved here 33 years 

ago ... "18 A subsequent article reported, "A large audience paid their respects to the life he had 

lived by their attendance at the church, and many followed the body out to the old home place, 

where in the family burial ground he was laid to rest with other loved ones." The article also 

noted his pioneer status and reported that Wright had taken an interest in "many of the important 

enterprises" both public and private for the past thirty-two years. 1 

Important enterprises, indeed. Wright began participating in important enterprises almost from 

the moment he stepped foot in Tarrant County. The enterprises were important to Wright 

because progress was important and his community was important -- even if his community in the 

beginning was five miles away. Consider: 

1. Wright laid out the welcome mat for drovers, cattlemen and settlers using the famed 

Chisolm Trail and allowed them access to the flow of water on his property. Before the end of 

the century, Wright himself was a prominent rancher and dairyman in Tarrant County. 11• 21 



2. He helped bring the railroad into Fort Worth. When the railroad came to North Texas in 

1876 but stopped short of Fort Worth, residents in the area were asked to pitch in and finish 

building the railroad into towri. Although five miles from town and new to the area, Wright 

answered the call and used his mule teams to help build the rails into town. 2, 19' 20 

3. He helped build the majestic Tarrant County Courthouse. Wright put his mule teams to use 

again from 1893 to 1895 when the county contracted with him to haul the building materials for 

the new county courthouse to the jobsite on the bluff 2, 20, 21 

4. He and his sons helped clear and develop land for a community park that one day would 

become Fort Worth's Forest Park. 2, 20, 21 

5. He was a charter member of and a deacon in what is now Southside Church of Christ at 

2101 Hemphill St. in Fort Worth. Along with ministers W.T. Kidwell and C.E. Wooldridge, he 

helped start and build the church. 1 

6. In 1908 he joined other nearby landowners and donated 20 acres in the southwest part of 

his property as a building site for the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He would not 

live to see the actual construction of the first seminary building in 1910, 19 but the promise would 

be honored and the property transferred to the seminary by his heirs. 2, 3 

Arguably, his greatest contribution was the contribution of all pioneers, although sometimes 

done unwittingly: bringing civilization to the wilderness and forging something uniquely American · 

from the raw elements discovered in the process. One newspaper called him "one of the most 

picturesque characters that Texas ever knew_"n Perhaps, but it is what he left behind that matters 

most. Certainly, Tarrant County and Texas are the better because James Wright was here. 

The April 21, 1918 edition of the Fort Worth Record newspaper perhaps summed up his life 

best: "James I. Wright was more than merely an early settler. He was a builder. He was a pioneer 



who made the waste places bloom. Before he had resided on the old homestead half a decade, he 

was famous for his eccentricities, but he was even more noted for his stalwart character and 

square dealings. His word was his bond. He enforced the same code of honor from others when 

Texas was the borderland of civilization in the Southwest, and he who could draw first, shoot 

fastest and straightest, survived. Captain B.B. Paddock, W. A. Darter, and Major Van Zandt 

knew him well. " 11 

EPILOGUE: 

Wright would make news again in 1918 when his heirs sold his ranch (by then a large dairy) 

for $270 per acre -- 100 times the price Wright paid for it in 1874.11' 22 The property was sold 

after lengthy litigation between Wright's offspring. The children of Julia sued the children of 

Melvina and Ada claiming that their father made his fortune while married to their mother. The 

suit titled L.A. Wright, et.al. VS Cornelius Wright, et.al. was finally settled when the two older 

brothers proved that the money used to purchase the Lone Star Hotel in Dallas which in tum was 

used to help purchase the Thomas McCanne Survey was money made before his marriage to Julia 

McCasson. The newspaper headline stated, "Seven Wives The Cause Of Suit To Clear Title". 

Actually, only three wives were relevant to the case. 8' 22 

Most of the land was sold to the Standard Land & Investment Co. to develop the property. A 

portion was eventually purchased by the Bridges Motor Car and Rubber Co. as a site for an 

automobile manufacturing plant. 8' 11, 22 Wright built a road along his section line that later became 

part of the Cleburne Cardinal Road, a small portion of which is present-day Cleburne Road. The 

old Wright homestead was located where B.H. Carroll Elementary School is now situated near 

McCart and Pafford streets in South Fort Worth. 21 

### 
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Funeral Notices 
Death Notices are provided to the Classified Advertising Department by funeral homes. 

Please call the funeral home for additional information. 
( 

GILL WRIGHT j WILLIAMS 
JAMES EDWARD 
GILL, age 75 of Bogata 
died suddenly Friday 
morning, May, 5 at his 
residence. Mr. GIii was 
born March 31 , 1920 In 
Red River County, the 
son of Ernest and Ollie 
Parchman GIii. He mar­
ried the former Dorothy 
Smith, February 14, 1943 
In Paris. He retired In 
1983 from Fort Worth 
Star Telegram Newspa­
per, where he was an as­
sistant to the circulation 
manager. He was a 32 
Degree Mason being a 
member of Arlington 
Lodge 438 A . F . and 
A.M., a member of Arl­
ington Commandery No. 
107, Arlington Chapter 
376 R .A.M ., Arlington 
Chapter No. 314 R. & 
S.M ., and was a Shriner 
and member of Moslah 
Shrine Temple of Fort 
Worth. He Is survived by 
his wife, Dorothy GIii of 
Bogata; one brother, 
Johnny GIii of Bogata; 
one sister, Betty Ram­
sey of Bogata; a niece, 
Betty Marie Castleman 
of Houston; an uncle, 
Russell GIii of Bogata 
and several cousins. Fu­
neral services will be 4 
p.m. Sunday, May 7, In 
Batala Church of Christ 
wllhMr. BennyCogburn 
officiating. Burlalwlllbe 
In Bogata Cemetery un­
der lhedlrectlonofWood 
Funeral Home of Boga­
ta . Masonic Gr aveside 
Services unde r the 
auspices of Rosal le 
Lodge No. 527 A.F : & 
A.M. will be conducted. 
Honorary pallbearers 
will be members of the 
circulation department 
of Fort Worth Star Tele­
gram. Arrangements: 

Wood Funeral Home 
414 North Main Street 

Bogata, TX 75417 
(903) 632-5614 

THOMAS 

THOMAS FRANKLIN 
THOMAS, In h i s 90th 
year, passed away 
Thursday, May 4, 1995. 
Mr . Thomas was a 
rancher, builder, avia­
tor and Investor. Born In 
WIimington, NC, June, 
10, 1905. Mr. Thomas 
llvedln Fort Worth for JS 
years. During his color­
ful life, Mr. Thomas dis­
covered the first Urani­
um mine In New Mexico 
In 1949. Hebulllandoper­
ated Rancho de Abloue 
from 1940-1957. While In 
New Mexico he built the 
first housing of the Los 
Alamos Laboratories. 
Mr. Thomas was a well 
known builder In Santa 
Fe during the 1940' s. He 
Is survived by sons, Rob­
ert L. Thomas and 
Thomas Dent Thomas, 
of Fort Worth; grand­
children, Robert E . 
,....,,... ...... ::1~ :::a nrl r:lrldqef 

WILLIAM I. WRIGHT, a 
lifelong resident of the 
For!Wortharea,depart­
edthls llfeatnoononSat­
urday In North HIii Hos­
pital following a brief 
Illness. Mr . Wright's 
grandfather; James I. 
Wright, a Fort Worth 
cattleman, and his fa­
ther Cornelius A . 
Wright, a boilermaker 
for the T & P Railroad, 
came here In 1873, the 
year Fort Worth 
received Its Charter. In 
187 4, the family settled 
on land south of town 
near the present day 
Southwestern Baptist 
Sem inary. The elder 
Wright, a native of Ken­
tucky and a Confederate 
veteran, became a 
prominent citizen of his 
day and contributed 
much to thedevelapment 
of the area un11 I his death 
In 1908. He Joined other 
citizens to help build the 
railroad Into Fort Worth 
In 1876. He helped build 
the malestlc Tarrant 
County Courthouse In 
1894, using his mule 
team and wagons to haul 
the huge granite blocks 
from the rail station to 
the construction site 
overlooking the Trinity 
River. When the grow­
Ing town needed addi­
tional recreation areas, 
he and his family donat­
edllme andeoulpmenllo 
help clear the acreage 
southwest of town which 
became Forrest Park. 
When construction of the 
Southwestern Bapti st 
Seminary was being 
planned, he donated 20 
acres of rich farmland 
for a permanent site. He 
was born In Fort Worth 
al the dawn of !his centu­
ry when WI I llam McK In­
ley was President of the 
United Slates, the city 
was a thriving cow-town 
and Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid pa­
tronized the saloons of 
the Hells Half Acre sec­
tion of town like many 
young men born at the 
advent of the horseless 
carriage. He became a 
devoted enthusiast of the 
new machine and be­
came a lifelong mechan­
ic; repal ring· and re ­
building almost every 
type of automobile. Lat­
er, he was a master 
mechanic and shop su­
pervisor for Lone Star 
Gas Co. until his retire­
ment. Mr. Wright was 
honored by the Tarrant 
County Commissioners 
Court on his· 90th Birth­
day proclaiming June 2, 
1990asWllllam I. Wright 
Day In Tarrant County, 
because of his family's 
contributions to the 
county' s development. 
He was a member of the 
Oak Knoll Baptist 
Church and served as a 
deacon there for many 
years. Hlswlfe, Clara, lo 
whom he was married 
for 63 years, preceded· 
him In death In 1985; as 
did a son, Jack, In 1987. 
He Is survived by 2 sons: 
Bill Wright of Houston 
and George Wright of 
Haltom City; seven 
grandchildren and 10 
great -grandchl ldren. 
Services will be 10 a.m . 
Monday at Shannon 
North Funeral Home 
Chapel. Interment will 
follow al Mount Ol ivet 
Cemetery . Arrange­
ments by: 

SHANNON NORTH 
111 W. Norlhslde Dr. 

(817) 624-2191 

CARROLL E. WIL­
LIAMS, passed away 
Thursday evening. Sur- . 
vlvedbyhlswlfe, Ernes' 
tine WIiiiams; daugh, .. 
ters , Kara Lynne 
Burleson of Kemah, TX · 
and Sonia WIiiiams of 
Dallas; brothers, Samu-
el D . WIiiiams of Austin • 
and Finis F . WIiiiams of 
Gold River, CA. and sis-· 
!er, Flora Nell Brimer of 
San Dlego,CA. Services: 
3 P.m . Monday al the . 
First United Methodist 
Church of Fort Worth. 
Dr. WIiiiam Longsworth · 
and Reverend Weldon 
Haynes officiating, 
Interment will follow In 
Greenwood Memorial 
Park. Pallbearers: Hen- · 
ry Peck, C.C. Havens, 
Bob Mosley, J.W. Ren- . 
fro, Jimmy WIiiiams,. · 
Brian Haney. Thefamlly 
will receive friends at 
Shannon North 2-4 p,m . · 
Sunday. They ask that 
memorlalsbedlrectedto 
the First United Method- . 
Isl Church Outreach 
Program . Arrange- ­
ments by: 

SHANNON NORTH 
111 W. Northslde Dr. 

(817) 624-2191 
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817-282-2311 

~ 
fb«M 

332-2265 
/'/'etro 429-9116 

M842 In Memory 

IN MEMORY 
In Memory Advertisements 
are paid announcements and 
are accepted only from mem­
bersoftheimmedialefamlly 

390-7925 for Info. 

Remember your loved 
ones who are always 
near In thought with an 
IN MEMORY Tribute In 
the Fort Worth Star 
Telegram. We will be 
glad to assist you In writ­
Ing your tribute. Photos 
may also be included; 
however, the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram wrn not 
be liable or resP011sible 
for photos which are lost 
or damaged, either In 
the mail or while in the 
possession of the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram. 
n..,.,tllno. it , n _m _ the 
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